T he present study attempts to examine the effect of perceived descriptive norms on corrupt intention (e.g., bribe-taking intention) and then further explore the psychological mechanism underlying this effect. Based on social cognitive theory, we established a mediation model in which moral disengagement partially mediated the link between perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention. In Study 1, participants (N = 690) completed a series of questionnaires, and the results demonstrated that, while perceived descriptive norms were positively associated with corrupt intention, it was partially mediated by moral disengagement. In Study 2, we conducted a priming experiment (N = 161) to test the causal relationship and psychological mechanism between perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention. The results revealed that perceived descriptive norms triggered the propensity of individuals to morally disengage, which in turn, partially increased their corrupt intention. This study not only extends previous research by providing evidence that moral disengagement may be one of the reasons why perceived descriptive norms facilitate corrupt intention, but also suggests that reshaping normative beliefs and preventing the moral disengagement of individuals may be the effective ways to curb corrupt behaviours.
in power, may often face the "corruption dilemma" when others offer a bribe. That is, to accept the bribe or to abide by internal moral standards. When power holders accept a bribe 1 , corruption occurs (Köbis et al., 2016) . Social norms theory suggests that the behaviour of individuals largely depends on their perception of the quantity and frequency of that specific behaviour conducted by others (Scholly, Katz, Gascoigne, & Holck, 2005) . Such perceptions of the behaviours performed by others in a specific social context-perceived descriptive norms-play a significant role in the behavioural decisions of individuals (Rimal, Lapinski, Cook, & Real, 2005) . The current study thus contends that the perceived descriptive norms about corruption of individuals may affect their decision 94 ZHAO, ZHANG, XU to participate in corruption. Therefore, the first purpose of this research is to examine the impact of perceived descriptive norms on corrupt intention, and the second purpose is to further explore the psychological mechanism underlying this relationship.
THEORETICAL DEVELOPMENT AND HYPOTHESES

Perceived descriptive norms and corruption
Perceived descriptive norms refer to the perception of how frequently most people engage in a particular behaviour (Rimal et al., 2005) . With regard to corruption, perceived descriptive norms refer to individuals' perception of how prevalent the corrupt behaviour is in a specific social context among their reference group (Köbis, van Prooijen, Righetti, & Van Lange, 2015) . Research indicates that perceived descriptive norms may serve as a benchmark, affecting individuals' decision-making (Rimal & Real, 2003) . While perceived descriptive norms provide information about how most individuals actually behave, another form of social norms-perceived injunctive norms, provide information about whether the specific behaviour is ethical and appropriate (Eriksson, Strimling, & Coultas, 2015) . While these two norms are related, they are distinct (Eriksson et al., 2015) . For example, in the same societal context, perceived injunctive norms about corruption are relatively stable-individuals largely hold the belief that corruption is unethical and illegal, whereas beliefs about the frequency of corruption vary considerably (Köbis et al., 2015) . That is, compared with perceived injunctive norms, perceived descriptive norms are more malleable and more easily manipulated (Rimal et al., 2005) . Changing and restructuring the perceived descriptive norms about corruption in individuals may be a promising way to curb corruption. Accordingly, it is important to explore the influence of perceived descriptive norms on corrupt behaviours.
According to social norms theory, the social behaviour of an individual is often influenced by how they perceive the other members of a social group behave (Scholly et al., 2005) . The greater the perceived prevalence of a behaviour, the greater the likelihood that individuals will believe that engaging in the behaviour is normative (Rimal & Real, 2003) . This norm can provide a sense of social proof that would lead individuals to behave in a similar way as those around them. As for corruption, facing uncertain situations that are filled with temptations and punishments, individuals may look to the behaviour of others as a reference standard to determine whether to commit corrupt acts. In other words, the higher the perception of descriptive corruption norms, the higher the likelihood of an intention to engage in corruption (Köbis et al., 2015) . Therefore, we propose that individuals' perceived descriptive norms are positively associated with their corrupt intention (Hypothesis 1).
The mediating role of moral disengagement
As noted previously, the perceived descriptive norms of individuals may affect their corrupt intention. Corruption, after all, is an unethical and illegal behaviour, but why individuals' perception of external social context factors would motivate them to abuse their power and put their own interests ahead of others' without self-censure. One possible psychological mechanism underlying this effect will be elaborated. Research has shown that individuals' perceptions of the social contexts in which they operate affect their cognitions, which subsequently influences their behavioural intentions (Saidon, Galbreath, & Whiteley, 2010) . Because corruption is an immoral behaviour, the current study contends that individuals' perceptions of the frequency of corruption may affect their moral cognitions, which in turn will influence their corrupt intentions. As a kind of moral cognition, according to social cognitive theory, moral disengagement may act as an explanatory mechanism involved in the link between perceived descriptive norms and corruption.
Social cognitive theory suggests that social factors affect individuals' moral behaviours through the moral self-regulatory function, which is rooted in moral standards and moral self-sanctions (Bandura, 1999) . However, this function operates only when it is activated, otherwise, unethical behaviours would occur (Bandura, 1999) . Bandura (1999) argued that moral disengagement is a key mechanism that deactivates this function. In other words, social factors may operate through moral disengagement to produce unethical behaviour effects. Moral disengagement refers to the social cognitive process in which people disengage their internalised moral standards from external immoral behaviours in order to persuade themselves that the deviant behaviours are actually morally permissible (Bandura, 1999; Shu, Gino, & Bazerman, 2011) . Through moral disengagement, people are free from the self-condemnation and distress that would ensue when behaviours violate internal moral standards, and therefore more likely to engage in unethical behaviours (Detert, Trevino, & Sweitzer, 2008) . Moral disengagement works through any of the following mechanisms: by restructuring the unethical behaviour as morally acceptable (e.g., moral justification, euphemistic labelling, advantageous comparison), by obscuring and distorting the effects of unethical behaviour (e.g., displacement of responsibility, diffusion of responsibility, distortion of consequences) or by misconstruing victims of unethical behaviour (e.g., dehumanisation, attribution of blame; Bandura, 1999; Detert et al., 2008) .
Research has suggested that social context factors can lead our moral compasses to deviate (Moore & Gino, 2013) . As a malleable social cognitive orientation, moral disengagement can be affected by the external social contexts (Hystad, Mearns, & Eid, 2014) . For example, morally permissive environments, bad organisational ethical climate or perceptions of organisational injustice can all increase the propensity of individuals to morally disengage (Hystad et al., 2014; Saidon et al., 2010; Shu et al., 2011) . That is, moral disengagement results from the interplay between the individual and the social context in which he or she operates (Hystad et al., 2014) . Along this line, the specific social context perceived to be corrupt reflects of a self-serving climate that may trigger individuals' moral disengagement mechanism (Moore & Gino, 2013) . Thus, we contend that individuals' perceptions of the frequency of corruption in social contexts may exert influence on their moral disengagement.
As described above, moral disengagement aids individuals in avoiding the self-sanction that results from committing deviant acts. Individuals with a greater propensity to morally disengage are more likely to make unethical decisions at the expense of others (Detert et al., 2008; Moore, Detert, Trevino, Baker, & Mayer, 2012) , and easily use moral disengagement mechanisms to redefine or rationalise their unethical behaviours. More specifically, research has indicated that moral disengagement plays an important role in the process of organisational corruption (Moore, 2008) . Moral disengagement mechanisms work either through the restructuring of the corrupt behaviour to appear victimless or through justification the deviations by referencing to norms (e.g., "everyone is doing it"). Hence, it is clear that moral disengagement has a positive impact on corrupt intention.
Taken together, drawing on social cognitive theory (Bandura, 1999) , individuals' perceptions of the frequency of corruption in specific social contexts may trigger their moral disengagement mechanism, which in turn leads them to tend to engage in corruption without self-condemnation. Therefore, it appears reasonable to hypothesise that moral disengagement may play a mediating role in the relationship between perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention (Hypothesis 2).
Overview of the current study
Based on previous theory and studies, we proposed the following two hypotheses:
H1. Perceived descriptive norms will be positively associated with corrupt intention.
H2. Moral disengagement will mediate the link between perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention.
Two sub-studies were conducted in China to test Hypotheses 1 and 2. In Study 1, a series of questionnaires were used to explore the correlation between participants' perceived descriptive norms and their corrupt intention, and to examine whether moral disengagement was a potential mediator between them. In Study 2, a priming experiment was conducted to further demonstrate whether participants' perceived descriptive norms could predict their corrupt intention through the mediating role of moral disengagement. Additionally, as normative influence is more likely to occur when people had little or no prior experience with the conditions (Rimal et al., 2005) , we chose college students as participants, who would have little or no prior experience with bribe-taking.
STUDY 1
The goal of Study 1 was twofold. First, we explored whether individuals' perceived descriptive norms were positively related to their corrupt intention. Second, we tested whether individuals' moral disengagement could mediate the relationship between perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention.
Method
Participants
A total of 706 college students were recruited online, via the Qualtrics platform, from several universities in China. The final valid sample comprised 690 students (374 females; M age = 20.99, SD age = 2.37) and 16 participants were excluded from analysis for failing to complete the questionnaires. The effective response rate was 97.73%. Participants represented various majors, including education, business, arts, history, psychology, economic and physics.
Measures
Perceived descriptive norms. Perceived descriptive norms about corruption were assessed by a modified version of the 4-item priori norm scale (Köbis et al., 2015) . One sample item is "The doctor-in-charge accepts patients' bribes for the sake of self-interest". Participants estimated the perceived frequency of each described phenomena on a 7-point Likert scale (1 = never, 2 = 1-20%, 3 = 21-40%, 4 = 41-60%, 5 = 61-80%, 6 = 81-99%, 7 = 100%). Higher scores indicate higher levels of one's perceived descriptive corruption norms (Cronbach's α = .80). A confirmatory factor analysis showed a good fit for the measurement model (χ 2 /df = 2.13, GFI = .99, RMSEA = .04).
Moral disengagement. Moral disengagement was measured using the 24-item version of the moral disengagement scale (Detert et al., 2008) . This scale includes eight dimensions: moral justification, euphemistic labelling, advantageous comparison, displacement of responsibility, diffusion of responsibility, distortion of consequences, attribution of blame and dehumanisation. All items were completed on a 5-point Likert scale (1 = strongly disagree, 5 = strongly agree), with higher scores representing greater moral disengagement (Cronbach's α = .78).
Corrupt intention. The participants' corrupt intention was assessed using an adapted version of the 4-item corrupt intention scale (Leong & Lin, 2009) . One sample item is "If I were a government officer, I would also participate in bribe-taking behaviour". All items were rated on a 7-point Likert scale (1 = strongly disagree, 7 = strongly agree), with higher scores indicating greater corrupt intention (Cronbach's α = .82). A confirmatory factor analysis indicated a good fit for the measurement model (χ 2 /df = 2.88, GFI = .99, RMSEA = .05). Additionally, this scale was closely related to another corrupt intention measure (Zhao et al., 2016) , (r = .66, p < .001).
Control variables. We included gender (0 = male, 1 = female), age and social desirability as control variables that potentially influenced the findings. Because participants' gender, age and social desirability were significantly associated with corruption (Köbis et al., 2015; Zhao et al., 2016) , these variables were therefore controlled to isolate the independent effects of perceived descriptive norms and moral disengagement on corrupt intention in our following analyses.
Social desirability was assessed using the 16-item social desirability scale (Schuessler, Hittle, & Cardascia, 1978) . All items were rated on a 7-point Likert scale (1 = strongly disagree, 7 = strongly agree), with higher scores indicating higher social desirability (Cronbach's α = .76).
Procedure
After obtaining informed consent, all participants completed several questionnaires within 35 minutes. These questionnaires were translated from English into Chinese and back-translated for accuracy. Then participants were asked to provide demographic information. Upon completion, they were thanked and debriefed. All procedures were approved by the ethics board of the School of Psychology.
Results
Discriminant validity
To examine the discriminant validity of perceived descriptive norms, we conducted a confirmatory factor analysis on perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention. Results showed that a two-factor model provided a better fit to the data, χ 2 (19, N = 690) = 100.94, p < .001, GFI = .96, RMSEA = .08, than a single-factor model, △χ 2 (1, N = 690) = 593.84, p < .001. All factor loadings of the two-factor model were statistically significant (.67 to .81, p < .001). Table 1 displays the means, standard deviations and correlations among measured variables. As hypothesised, perceived descriptive norms were positively related to moral disengagement and corrupt intention. Additionally, moral disengagement was positively associated with corrupt intention.
Descriptive analyses
Mediation analyses
We examined the Hypothesis 1 that perceived descriptive norms would predict corrupt intention. The control variables were first entered, and then perceived descriptive norms, into a hierarchical regression analysis. Results showed that perceived descriptive norms (β = .34, 95% CI [.27, .40], F(4, 685) = 31.48, R 2 = .16) were positively related to corrupt intention. Thus, Hypothesis 1 was supported.
We next tested whether moral disengagement mediated the effect of perceived descriptive norms on corrupt intention. The Model 4 of Hayes' PROCESS (N = 5000) was adopted (Hayes, 2013) . As illustrated in Figure 1 , the results lend credence to Hypothesis 2 that the association between perceived descriptive norms and corrupt 
Discussion
The results supported Hypothesis 1 and 2, indicating that perceptions of the prevalence of corruption affect the propensity of individuals to morally disengage, which in turn partially mediated the effect of perceived descriptive norms on corrupt intention. However, the correlational design of Study 1 did not allow us to draw a causal conclusion between perceived descriptive norms, moral disengagement and corrupt intention. Therefore, Study 2 was conducted, in which individuals' perceived descriptive norms were experimentally manipulated, and the corresponding effects on moral disengagement and corrupt intention were measured.
STUDY 2
The correlational evidence provided by Study 1 supported Hypotheses 1 and 2. The aim of Study 2 was also twofold. First, the current study examined the causal relationship between perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention. The second aim was to replicate the mediation effect of moral disengagement on the relationship between perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention in a more specific setting.
Method
Participants
A total of 161 college students (120 females; M age = 22.25, SD age = 2.23) were recruited from two college courses in China. They were offered extra course credit for participation, and we ensured that they did not participate in Study 1.
Procedure
Prior to study, participants were asked to sign a consent form. All procedures were also approved by the ethics board of the School of Psychology. This study included two parts. First, a between-subjects design was adopted and participants were randomly assigned to one of three conditions: high-perceived descriptive norms condition (N = 55), low-perceived descriptive norms condition (N = 54) and control condition (N = 52). The specific instructions that participants read in each condition adapted from Rimal et al. (2005) were:
High-perceived descriptive norms condition. The title of the document was "Corruption on the Rise." The document stated that, according to reports of the national statistical department, corrupt behaviours had been on the rise for the last 10 years, and that now, despite China making efforts to fight corruption, many more people than ever before have been engaging in corruption. A graph was also used to prominently show an increase in corruption.
Low-perceived descriptive norms condition. The title of the document was "Corruption on the Decline." The document stated that, according to reports of the national statistical department, because China is ramping up efforts to fight corruption, corrupt behaviours had been on the decline in the last 10 years, and that now, fewer people than ever before have been engaging in corruption. A graph was also used to prominently show a decline in corruption.
Control condition. The title of the document was "Chinese economic development." The document stated that, in the last 10 years, China had been speeding up change in the mode of economic development. China's development is inseparable from the world, and Chinese economic growth has been a strong driving force for the world in turn. A graph was also used to show the development of the Chinese economy.
All participants in each condition were then asked to write at least four sentences describing the graph and summarising the main points. In a post-study review of the written sentences, all participants were ensured to follow the instructions.
In the second part, all participants were asked to complete a set of questionnaires within 30 minutes. These questionnaires included the hypothetical scenarios that were used to assess corrupt intention and the corresponding perceived descriptive norms, and then scales of moral disengagement about corruption and social desirability. Participants' demographic information was also asked to be provided.
Measures
Corrupt intention. Participants' corrupt intention was assessed by reading three hypothetical daily life scenarios about corruption, which were adapted from the scenarios successfully used in prior research (Bai, Liu, & Kou, 2014; Zhao et al., 2016) . Each participant read the following instructions before the task: "Please vividly imagine that you are in each situation". One sample scenario was as follows:
Suppose you are a director who is in charge of bidding. Compared to other bidders, Company A is in an unfavourable position in the competition. In order to win the bid, the CEO of Company A asks you to help him, and privately promises you a certain sum of money if his company wins the bid. If you help him, the probability that he will win the bid will be greatly improved.
After each scenario, the propensity to engage in corruption was assessed by "Please estimate the likelihood you would accept the bribe and help the CEO of Company A" on a 7-point Likert scale (1 = extremely unlikely, 7 = extremely likely). The average of three scenarios comprised the score of corrupt intention, with higher scores suggesting greater corrupt intention (Cronbach's α = .87).
Perceived descriptive norms. After each corruption scenario, there was a corresponding question to assess one's perceived descriptive norms: "If this kind of thing happens to others around you, how many people do you think choose to accept the bribe and help this CEO?" Participants responded to each item on a 7-point Likert scale (1 = nobody, 2= 1-20%, 3= 21-40%, 4 = 41-60%, 5 = 61-80%, 6 = 81-99%, 7 = everybody). Three scenarios were averaged together to create an indicator of perceived descriptive norms, where higher scores were indicative of higher levels of one's perceived descriptive norms (Cronbach's α = .88).
Moral disengagement about corruption.
A moral disengagement about corruption scale was developed in our specific setting. This scale was a more specific and shorter moral disengagement measure, and was adapted from the 6-item moral disengagement about cheating scale (Shu et al., 2011) . One sample item is "Sometimes getting ahead of the curve is more important than adhering to rules." The items were scored on a 5-point Likert scale (1 = strongly disagree, 5 = strongly agree), with higher scores representing higher moral disengagement (Cronbach's α = .88). A confirmatory factor analysis indicated a good fit for the measurement model (χ 2 /df = 1.68, GFI = .98, RMSEA = .07). Additionally, this scale was strongly associated with another moral disengagement measure (Detert et al., 2008) , (r = .72, p < .001).
Control variables.
We controlled for the same variables as in Study 1 (Cronbach's α of social desirability = .73).
Results
Discriminant validity
To examine the discriminant validity of moral disengagement, a confirmatory factor analysis was conducted on moral disengagement, perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention. Results demonstrated that a three-factor model provided a good fit to the data, χ 2 (51, N = 161) = 96.17, p < .001, GFI = .91, RMSEA = .07, with all factor loadings were significant (.72 to .93, p < .001). Model fit was significantly better for the three-factor model when compared to a single-factor model, △χ 2 (3, N = 161) = 262.64, p < .001, a two-factor model that combined perceived descriptive norms and moral disengagement into one factor, △χ 2 (2, N = 161) = 195.34, p < .001 and a two-factor model that combined moral disengagement and corrupt intention into one factor, △χ 2 (2, N = 161) = 103.09, p < .001.
Manipulation check
The perceived descriptive norms priming manipulation was successful, as shown in Table 2 , F(2, 158) = 63.50, p < .001, partial η 2 = .45. Planned t-tests revealed that, compared to the control condition, participants in the high-perceived descriptive norms condition reported higher levels of perceived descriptive norms, t(105) = 2.63, p < .05, Cohen's d = .51, and in the low-perceived descriptive norms condition reported lower levels of perceived descriptive norms, t(104) = −7.81, p < .001, Cohen's d = 1.51. Additionally, perceived descriptive norms differ significantly between the high-and low-perceived descriptive norms condition, t(107) = 11.59, p < .001, Cohen's d = 2.22.
The influence of perceived descriptive norms on moral disengagement and corrupt intention
As demonstrated in Table 2 , the three types of priming had a significant effect on moral disengagement, F(2, 158) = 30.14, p < .001, partial η 2 = .28. Compared to the control condition, participants in the high-perceived descriptive norms condition reported higher levels of moral disengagement, t(105) = 4.16, p < .001, Cohen's d = .79, and in the low-perceived descriptive norms condition reported lower levels of moral disengagement, t(104) = −3.35, p < .01, Cohen's d = .65. Moral disengagement also significantly differed between the high-and low-perceived descriptive norms condition, t(107) = 7.82, p < .001, Cohen's d = 1.50.
As for corrupt intention, there was a significant main effect of priming type, F(2, 158) = 30.75, p < .001, partial η 2 = .28. Compared to the control condition, participants in the high-perceived descriptive norms condition reported higher levels of corrupt intention, t(105) = 3.13, p < .01, Cohen's d = .61, and in the low-perceived descriptive norms condition reported lower levels of corrupt intention, t(104) = −4.30, p < .001, Cohen's d = .83. Corrupt intention also significantly differed between the high-and low-perceived descriptive norms condition, t(107) = 8.60, p < .001, Cohen's d = 1.65.
Mediation analyses
As reported above, high-perceived descriptive norms led to significant increases in moral disengagement and corrupt intention. Moreover, moral disengagement was positively associated with corrupt intention (r = .63, p < .001). Thus, the Model 4 of the Hayes' PROCESS was also adopted (Hayes, 2013) to test whether perceived descriptive norms influenced corrupt intention via moral disengagement. As shown in Figure 2 , after adjusting for the control variables, the positive association between perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention was reduced significantly when moral disengagement was included in the model. Bootstrapping results suggest that the relationship between perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention was partially mediated by moral disengagement (β indirect = .21, 95% CI [.14, .29 
Discussion
Study 2 provides experimental evidence that individuals' perceived descriptive corruption norm can influence their subsequent levels of moral disengagement and corrupt intention. The higher individuals perceived the frequency of corruption around them, the higher the level of moral disengagement that was activated, and hence, the higher the level of corrupt intention. The results of Study 2 replicate those of Study 1, and thus confirm Hypotheses 1 and 2.
GENERAL DISCUSSION
Our study extends preliminary research on corruption by providing correlational and experimental evidences to explore the psychological mechanism of the relationship between perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention. The results show that individuals' perceived descriptive norms influence their propensity to morally disengage, which in turn positively predicts their corrupt intention. Moral disengagement served as a potential mechanism in upholding corrupt behaviours.
In support of Hypothesis 1, the results of the two sub-studies show that perceived descriptive norms positively predict corrupt intention. Consistent with prior research, perceived descriptive norms motivate people to engage in risky behaviours (Rivis & Sheeran, 2003) . "If many other people are doing this, it may be a wise thing to do," is the thought that often occurs when faced with the "corruption dilemma"-whether to accept the bribe or to abide by moral standards. Perceived descriptive norms typically serve to initiate norm-congruent behaviours (Cialdini, 2007) . That is, perceived descriptive corruption norms provide benchmarks for individuals to involve themselves in corruption. Nevertheless, social norms theory (Scholly et al., 2005) also indicates that the perception towards others may not correct, thus the frequency of corruption may be erroneously estimated. Therefore, the self-other discrepancy phenomenon (Ross, Greene, & House, 1977) may be an interesting theme for future corruption research.
In line with Hypothesis 2, the current research indicates that moral disengagement represents a potential explanatory mechanism between perceived descriptive norms and corrupt intention. In Study 1, we find that individuals' perceived descriptive corruption norms are positively related to their moral disengagement and corrupt intention. Moreover, the results of Study 2 demonstrate that priming differences in participants' perceived descriptive norms also affects their propensity to disengage morally and commit corruption. Consistent with social cognitive theory (Bandura, 1999) , social factors exert influence on individuals' behaviour intentions partially via moral disengagement, which occurs when the moral self-regulatory function is deactivated. Individuals' perceptions of a high frequency in the corrupt behaviours of others provide a self-serving climate to help people disengage from moral self-regulation. In other words, high-perceived descriptive norms make people believe that corruption is "a common thing to do" (Köbis et al., 2015) , which would lead them to activate the corresponding moral disengagement mechanisms to rationalise and justify their corrupt behaviours, thus making them more likely to participate in unlawful and unethical behaviours without self-condemnation. Also in accordance with previous research (Saidon et al., 2010) , individuals' evaluations about social context affect their cognitions, which in turn, influences their behavioural intentions. In this study, participants' perceptions about the corruption level of others in the surrounding environment affected their moral cognitions and corrupt intentions. The two sub-studies consistently confirmed the above findings.
Additionally, it should be noted that the measurements of moral disengagement in the two sub-studies are somewhat different. Study 1 adopted Detert et al.'s (2008) moral disengagement scale, which was designed in a more general sense and used for various unethical behaviours, whereas the moral disengagement about corruption scale used in Study 2 was adapted from Shu et al.'s (2011) moral disengagement about cheating scale. It is a specific measure that is more pertinent to our particular corruption setting, and is more applicable to our priming manipulation. Despite the difference in the general and specific sense, the two measurements of moral disengagement were strongly related with each other (r = .72, p < .001).
Implications of this research are twofold. First, the findings expand the existing literature (Köbis et al., 2015) by exploring the mediating role of moral disengagement, which helps to explain why perceived descriptive norms affect corrupt intention, especially bribe-taking intention to some extent. The results also enrich the studies of social cognitive theory. Second, from a practical perspective, results indicate that the perception about the corruption level of others was a key predictor of corrupt intention, and previous research has shown that individuals' behaviours can be changed by reshaping their normative beliefs (Rimal et al., 2005) . Therefore, future interventions could focus on the underlying beliefs of individuals, especially those in power. For example, in addition to portraying bribe-taking behaviour as less normal (e.g., highlighting the reduction in corruption numbers), exposing the "honesty and uprightness" cases and anti-corruption measures as much as possible (e.g., media coverage thoroughly; Köbis et al., 2015) might also be a good way to reduce the perceived descriptive norms about corruption in individuals. Additionally, the findings allow for a better understanding of how moral disengagement plays a role in upholding corrupt behaviours. Directing interventions aimed at preventing moral disengagement, which is also a relatively effective strategy to reduce individuals' corrupt intention. For instance, in addition to trying to create an incorruptible environment, increasing the salience of moral involvement and individual responsibility may contribute to a reduction in moral disengagement (Hystad et al., 2014; Shu et al., 2011) .
This study also has some limitations. First, all variables were depended on self-report data. Although self-report measurements were widespread and the instruments employed in this study had good reliability, the common-method bias was inevitable. Second, participants' corrupt intention, rather than actual corrupt behaviour was measured. Although intention can predict actual behaviour well, future research will be needed to use a behavioural measurement of corruption to understand actual corruption. Third, the age of the participants limited the external validity of our findings to some extent. Although college students were deliberately chosen to rule out the influence of prior corrupt experience, other samples especially those with extensive corrupt experience should be selected in future research to verify and generalise our results. Fourth, moral disengagement served as a partial mediator in this study, which implies the existence of other potential mediators. The path from perceived descriptive norms to corrupt intention may be complex and requires further research. Finally, the moderator variables between perceived descriptive norms and corruption also need to be examined in the future, which would help to explore to what extent perceived descriptive norms affect corruption.
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